TIMPO TOYS

impo Toys are well known

for their model figures, at

first made in lead and then
m plastuc, produced from the
19405 1o 1979. From around
1940 to 1951 Timpo also made
3 range of die-cast wvehicles
which are the subject of this
article.

The name Timpo comes
irom 1oy Importers Lid, and it
was as an importer that the
company was started in 1938 by
Mr Sallv Gawrvlowicz, He
mainly sold toys manufactured
m Holland. Toy Importers Lid
wias incorporated as a limited
company 1n December 1938.

With the outbreak of war in
September 1939, importing
guickly became impossible,
and Mr Gawryvlowicz decided to
manufacture his own lines. He
started with twelve emplovees
making wooden tovs, such as
farms, forts and wheeled irems,
and by the end of 1940 had 120
emplovees, The company had
an othce and showrooms at 26
Westbourne Grove, London
W2, and four small factones
nearby, producing soft tovs,
dolls and cast metal tovs as well
2= wooden toys. Among the
metal toys were the early
Timpo vehicles.

Timpo's rapid growth was
checked by wartime restrictions

when from December 1, 1940 |

the Board of Trade imposed a
2% guota on all sales of toys
and games. This meant that
manufacturers and wholesalers
were allowed to supply only
25%. by wvalue, of the goods
that they had supphed in the
previous year. By volume. the
figure would have been even
less than 25%, due to inflation.
There were no guotas on ex-
ports. Further restnctons
came a vear later, with the
announcement that from Janu-
arv 1, 1942 there was 1o be a
complete ban on the supply of
woys containing more than 10%
metal (by weight).

Timpo continued production
of non-metal toys, although
limited by quotas and materials
shortages. Dunng 1942 they
experimented with plasac
figures from the same moulds
as their cast metal figures, but |
am not sure whether any were
ever sold.

Also from 1942, higures were
made from a composition mate-
nal that they called “Timpohn’,
This was a mixture of pow-
dered pumice and/or sawdusi
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Robert Newson examines a range of toys,
inexpensive and popular when new,
but neglected by collectors.

Wartime oeroplane made by Timpolin', with kn plate propeflers. This
would fall within the 10% metal allowance.

War-time MG Record Car (Hollow-cast)]

=

limpo Streomiined Saloon

Goody Toys: Morris saloon (left); Ford coupe [right].

and glue. It was also used for
some larger models such as
acroplanes (see photograph),
but probably not for vehicles,
although some post-war metal

vehicles have composition
wheels.

Wartime Timpo
vehicles

There are three or possibly
four cast metal vehicles by
Timpo that date from 1940-1.
These are all now rare, given
their short ume in production,
and the fact that many would
have been exported to help the
war effort.

An MG Record Car, similar

| to Dinky Tovs 23a, was made

in hollow-cast lead. Hollow-
cast tovs were made by filling
the mould with molten metal,
and then pouring out the metal
from the mddle once the out-
side surface of the metal had
solidified. This left a complete
but hollow casting with a rough
surface mside, All other Timpo
vehicles were die-cast. e both
outer and nner faces ol the
casting were formed by the
mould. Timpo also made a die-
cast MG Record Car after the
war, but the two versions are
quite different.

Other wartime vehicles were
g streamlined six-light saloon
and a pick-up. Both these mod-
els were of two-part construc-
ton, with a chassis’'mudguard
casting and a separate body
casting, held together by the
axles 1n the manner of many
Ihnky Tovs and Tootsietoys.
Both models had Timpo in
scipt (Timpo Toys on the
pick-up) and MADE IN ENG-
LAND cast under the chassis,
The pick-up was re-issued post-
war, but with the name Timpo
Tovs blanked out and with
brass wheel hubs in place of the
previous die-cast hubs. This
version is relatively common,
and is the one illustrated in the
photograph, Probably Timpo
had sold the moulds to another
manufacturer, but one can only
speculate as to who that was,
The brass wheels are no real
clue, since wheels of that pat-
tern were used by Arbur, Kem-
low and bv Timpo themselves

| after the war.

Now to the mystery car —
possibly a fourth wartime
Timpo vehicle. There 15 a
Timpo advertisement in Crames




& Toys magaane for May 1941
which includes a picture ol a
wooden garage. On the fore-
court of I%IE garage 1S 4 cast me-
tal four-light saloon car. It has a
separate body and chassss, hke
the streambined saloon, but also
appears w0 have a separ-
ate radator headhights bumper
casting. In [ nt  looks
altogether very hke the Goody
Toys four-ight saloon. This
gives a number of possibilities:
— did Timpo buv in the Goody
Tovs car 1o make up their
garage sers?
— of did Tmmpo buy the
moulds from Goody Tovs?
— orf dd Tmpo copyv the
Goody Tov?
— or pust inciude the CGoody
Toy car n the adverusement
photograph but never sell such
a model?

If any reader has such a toy
marked Timpo, please write o
the editor and let us know!

A note on
Goody Toys

There are three known mod-
cls — a six-hght saloon (based
on a Morns ), a coupe (based on
a Ford) and a four-hght saloon.
All are die-cast with separate
body and chassis castings, a
separate radiator grille, and die-
cast wheels with rubber tvres.
The six-lhight saloon and coupé
are illustrated here. They have
“Goody” (in scopt) and TOYS
MADE IN ENGLAND cst
under the chassis_ | have had no

luck in finding out anything |

about the manufacturer but the
design ol the base bears a strik-
mg similanty w© the Timpo
streamlined saloon and pick-
up.
In 1943, Mr Gawrvlowicz set
up a new company called
Timpo (Manufacturers) Lid 1o
deal with the manufacturing
side of the business. His part-
ner 10 thes company and in Toy
Importers Lid was Mr Emest
Hamsfurth. Mr Hansfurth
held 25% of the shares, and Mr
Cawrylowicz the remainder

Post-war Timpo Toys

The ban on the supply of
tovs contaiming more than 10%
metal was lifted in June 1945,
although the Limitation of Sup-
phes Order, which placed a
sales gquota on all tovs and
games, remamed i place for a
further vear. Nonetheless,

Timpo were quick off the mark |

in developing a new range of
die-cast vehicles, the frst of
which aErr::ared early in 1946,
and by the end of the vear seven
new models (possibly more
had been introduced

Post-war Tmpo
mostly sumple onc-prece  Cast-
mgs. Most have TIMPO TOYS
MADE IN ENGLAND cast

oys are

lmpo Sireombned Soloon (left} ond Goody Toy Ford Coupe (nght] —
the wmilanty of design s .'.'J‘rri]:ng

"American Slar” Racing Cor

Copies of the “Amenican Star” Racing Car by Jolly Rager {lefi] and

Meriin [rght].

| models of real vehacles,

prominently in block capitals
underneath, unhke the script
lettering on earber models.
Block capitals were also used in
the Timpo Tovs trangular
trade mark, which was used on
boxes and adverusing. This
trade mark had first appcared
m %41, The models generally
look rather crude to our eves.
Some of them are recogmisably
but
many bear no resemblance to
anything n  particular. The
fimish was not to a hagh stan-
dard, and the paint scems o
chip easily, judzing by the
usual badly chipped condition
of models that survive. In fact |
have a2 munt and boxed | mmpo
Tax: which seems 10 have had
some chips touched m by hand
before it left the factory! This
model was ex-shop stock, so the
touching-1n was not the work of
a previous collector, Most
Timpo toys were spray painted,
but some carly examples seem
1o have been dipped rather than
spraved. However 11 1s difficalt
to tell a dipped model (rom a
repant, particulariy alter 30 or
40 vears i someone's oy box!
Metal faugue affects some maod-
els. but this s oot such a prob-
lem as with some manufac-
turers, and a lagh proportion of
surviving models have good
metal,

Many Timpo vehicles had in-
dividual boxes, although some
were probably also sold loose.
1The boxes were off-white card
with dark blue prmung. Van-
ous gift sets were also avalable,
containing vehicles ted onito
card i the manner of lead
fgures, usually with some pet-
rol pumps, Agures, etc included
see photograph in next 1ssue).

The first post-war Timpo |

vehicle was the MG Record Car
referred to earlier, similar to
the wartime hollow-cast model
but completely re-tooled.
Tmpo called thes the "M.G.
5. 100 Racing Car™. Next came 2
larper racing car somctimes re-
ferred to as a Maserati. Timpo
called this the “Amerxan Star
Racer’, and a star transfer was
apphied on each side of the
model towards the rear. This
car was a popular subject for
copying by other manutac-
turers, and versions exist by
(sasquy Septov mn Belgium,
Jollv Koger in Wales, and Mer-
bn in North Loadon. All these
are marked with the manufac-
mrers names, and all arc
clearly from different moulds,
ic there 5 no quesbion of the
moulds changmmg hands. l[he
Timpo toy was almost certanly
the hrst version, which the
others copied, since it was re-
leased so quickly afrer the war.
[t 15 also more common than
any of the copies. The retail
prce was s 3d.

The next Timpo vehucle was
termed the ‘Timpo Saloon’.




Timpo
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Packard

Alvis Fourteen.

although later Timpo decided it
was @ Morris, since it does bear
some similarity to the Morris
Eight Series "E’. The price was
s 3d. The next introduction
was a berter model than the
Mornis, and was recogmisably

an Ausun sixteen, a large six-
light saloon with a divided rear |

window. For some reason this
is one of the rarest post-war
vehicles. Price was

Is 6d.

Advertused as ‘No 5 in the | 1948 (see next issue)

*Record Breaker.”

‘MG Sports’,
actually a nice little madel of an
MG Midget with high-swept

SETIcs Was an

front wings. The wheels on this
model were composition, rather
than the usual die-cast hubs
with rubber tvres. Price was
1s0d. Two further models
were also released for certain in
1946. A large ugly Packard sa-
loon 15 one of the MOst common
Timpo toys, and it acquired a
friction drive mechanism in
. Another

record car was also imntroduced,
similar to Dinky 23e ‘Speed of
the Wind'. Timpo just called
this one ‘Record Breaker'.

Late 1946 or early 1947 saw
the introduction of a large four-

light saloon which had fart- |

sided stvling reminiscent of the
‘razor edge’ stvling of the tme.
The Timpo tov was possibly
based on the Alvis Fourteen,
though m this case Timpo
made no claims for 1t. Another
new model was a light van, at
first plain and then with “Tyre-
soles’ or ‘His Master's Voice'
ransfers. Timpo called this
mode]l “Unlity Van'. A fricuon
drive mechanism was added in
1948 (see next issue). The first

jur
nAus ”m._

of three articulated vehicles was
also introduced, this being an
articulated petrol tanker, The
normal control cab 15 common
to all three, the tanker, low
loader and box van. The articu-
lated tanker never had any
transters, as far as | am aware.

Two more cars were intro-
duced during 1947. A large
American convertible was
called a Lincoln by Timpo.
This model had seats cast with
the body, but had the novelty
of a separate floor and wind-
screen n pressed alumimium,
More attractive was an

Armstrong-Siddeley Hurricane
Coupé, a simple but recognis-
able model.

Utility Vian, including Tyresoles Service ond His Master’s Voice versions
{note the latter is the frickion-drive version).

Articuloted lanker,




Lincoln Convertible.

Listing of metal Timpo vehicles

Colours listed are those that 1 have noted, but others probably
exist, Wheels were always die-cast with rubber tyres, except where
otherwise stated. Descriptions in quotes are those used by Timpo
themselves in advertisements, etc.

Approx date
introduced

1940 MG Record Car
Hollow cast 1in lead.
Length 98mm.
TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast on
offside.
Colour; red.

1940 Streamlined Saloon
Length 99mm.
Timpo (in script) MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
chassis.
Colours: blue body, cream chassis. Also exasts with
light coloured body.

1940 Pick-Up Truck
Length 97mm.
First version: Timpo Toys (in script) MADE IN
ENGLAND cast under chassis. Colours unknown.
Post-war re-issue by another manufacturer; MADE
IN ENGLAND cast under chassis. Brass wheel hubs.
Colours: red chassis, blue or dark green body.

1940 Four-light saloon
Details unknown. Mav not exist.
1946 ‘MG S.100" Record Car

Die-cast in zinc.

Length 97mm.

TIMPO TOYS cast at rear on offside, MADE IN
ENGLAND cast at rear on nearside.

Some with brass wheel hubs.

Colours: metallic green or metallic brown.

1946 ‘American Star’ Racing Car
Length 101mm.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-

neath, .
Star transfers on each side towards rear.
Colours: dark blue, red or dark green.

1946 ‘Timpo Saloon’
Length Y3mm.
'I‘Ih-hl’ﬂ TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.
Colours: black, dark blue, grey, dark brown, light
brown or red.

1946 ‘Austin Sixteen’ Saloon
Length 96mm.
TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.,

Colour: black.

1946 ‘MG Sports’
Length 82mm.
TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.,
Composition wheels.
Colours: dark green, blue or red.

1946

1946

| 1947

1947

1947

1947

1947

Armstrong-Siddeley Hurricane

‘Packard’ Saloon

Length 113mm.

TLf PO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
roof.

Some with brass wheel hubs.

Fitted with baseplate and friction motor in 1948,
Colours: blue, black, grey, red, green or dark brown.

‘Record Breaker'

Length 99mm.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath,

Some with brass wheel hubs.

Colours: red, maroon, green or blue,

Alvis Fourteen Saloon

Length 106mm.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.

Some with brass wheel hubs.

Colours: red, grev, dark brown or black.

‘Utility Van’ |
Length 102mm (early casting) or 104mm (later
casting).

TIJ":}FU TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast undes

MO

Fitted with baseplate and friction motor in 1948,

This model was re-tooled prior to the mtroduction of

the motorised version. First casting has vertical bars

on the radiator grille, second casung has horizontal
bars. Other minor differences also.

Colours:

(a) dark green, blue, red or grey without transfers.

(b) black, TYRESOLES SERVICE transfers on
sides.

(¢) pale vellow, orange-yellow, pale blue :}r]ﬁru:n with
RADIO TELEVISION RECORDS “HIS MAS-
TER’S VOICE" transfers on sides, HMV dog
transfers on side and rear doors.

Articulated Petrol Tanker

Length 149mm.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast undes
cab roof.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under

trailer.
Colours: green, black or grey cab;: blue, red, green or

grev trailer,

‘Lincoln’ Convertible

Length 115mm.

TIMPO TOYS cast under front bumper, MADE IN
ENGLAND cast under rear bumper.

Colours: red, dark brown, grey, blue or black.

‘Armstrong-Siddeley’ Hurricane Coupé

Length 105mm.

TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.

Colours: black., red or brown.

To be comiinued 1 the nexi 1ssue
of Moper CoLLECTOR

P

MODEL COLLECTOR
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the Timpo Fire Engine, a

streamlined vehicle supphed
with two alumimium ladders.
This was another model that
was later motonsed. The
articulated box van, mentoned
before, was introduced carrying
‘Pickfords’ transfers on both
cab and rtrailer. This was the
first of several vans with adver-
tsing that make for some of the
most attractive Timpo  toys.
The arpculated van is most
common in the ‘Pickfords’ ver-
sion, but can also be found with
“Timpo Toys' transfers, mnclud-
mg the trnangular Timpo trade
mark, or in ‘United Dairies’
liverv. A ‘Wall’'s lce Cream'
version dates from 1949 and
this 15 probably the micest hivery

I n the autumn of 1947 came

TIMPO TOY'

Robert Newson concludes his review,
started in the October/November edition,

of this varied range of toys.

Fire Engmne.

too wide for its length. Another
new model was a Police version
of the Alvis saloon. This had a
twin loudspeaker unit and
POLICE sign riveted to the
front of the roof, with a wire
aerial behind it. The lertering
cast under the roof was re-
| arranged in consequence,

PICKFOR]

| Pickfords" Von

2 e MOVERS
HE ."-. W

Timpo Toys™ Van.

on this model; the three-tone
colour scheme of cream, blue
and black was all achieved by
mask-spraying. A pale yellow
version exists in the hivery of
‘Bishop's Move', a removals
firm based in Pimlico, London,
not far from Timpo themselves.
This mav well have been a
promotional model. Finally,
‘Lyons Tea" transfers on this
model are not by Timpo — this
15 the re-issued version by Ben-
bros from the same moulds, of
which more later.

Towards the end of 1947 the
Timpo Taxi was released, de-
scribed as ‘London Taxi Cab’.
This model was cast in wo
pieces, the lower half including
the bonnet. mudguards.
driver's door and {ront and rear
seats. The upper hall com-
prised the passenger doors,
window pillars, roof and boot.
| The two-pilece construction
allowed a two-tone finish, with
the lower hall painted black.
Alternatively the whole model
was painted one colour with the
roof over-painted in black. Un-
fortunately, as a model the taxa
i5 badly proportioned, being

[ have been able 1o gmive the
dates of issue of the 1946/1947
models fairly precisely, since at
that ume Timpo advertsed ex-
tensively 1n the rade magazine
Games & Tovs, and gave
prominence to new ntroduc-
tons as they appeared. From
1948, however, the rate of new
introductions  lessened, and
advertisements are less infor-
mative. Five models, probably
introduced some tume n 1947
8, never achieved a menton in
the advertsements at all. These
mclude the very common art-
culated low loader, mentioned
before. In contrast, a streamli-
ned saloon with a Buick
radiator grille 15 quite rare;
perhaps it only had a short run
because 1t 15 crude even by
Timpo standards. 1t had com-
posiiion wheels, like the MG
Midget. A pick-up truck had a
normal control cab and a load
of eight barrels (on their sides)
cast in the back. Lastly, a
forward control cab/chassis was
used for both a upper truck and
a Luton van.

New models for 1949 empha-

sised+the theme of vehicles with

o
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‘United Dairies” Van,

Woall's Ice Creom” Van,

‘Bishops Move” Van.




Loandon Taxi Cab with box

Artwuloled Low Looder

.F‘ltl-up Wi horren

adverusing when Impo
announced ‘faithful replicas of
famous delivery services”. A
normal control box van was
introduced i ‘Ever Ready’
bvery, and thus version later
gained a friction motor. The
van 1s micely proportioned and
15 sometumes referred 1o as a
Guy. "Golden Shred” livery also
exists on the mechanical ver-
ston. The forward control
Luton van appeared in “South's
Crisps” or "Golden Shred” i

ery. A completely new “Esso’
tanker was introduced, and thas
s a farly compbcated model

The tank is cast in two halves
and nveted 1o the normal con-
trol cab'chassss. In addinon,
there are scpamate  runmng
boards along each mde, nveted
o the top of the rear mud-
guards, and between the cab
and tank 15 a un ladder pving
access to the catwalk along the
top of the tank. Paper labels on
each side read ‘Motor Oil Esso
Petrol” and there 15 an ‘Esso’
roundel at the rear. It's just a
pity that the cab was not mod-

Police Car

Bueck Scloon Tha model has had iy ongingl composion wheels

replocad

clied on a recognisable make.
Fricnon drive motors were
sdded w the Packard and
"HMV" van i 1948, to the Fire
Engine mn 1949, and also 1o the
Guy box van. Ths required the
finng of an aluminium base 1o
which the motor was mbbed.
and the delenon of the old axie
pillars from the moulds. The
cogs and Bvwheel were all dic-
cast, and are, therefore, suscep-
uble to poor castung, metal
latigue and rapid wear com-
pared with a motor using con-
venuonal machined brass or
steel parts. It 15 almost a sur-
prise to ind a Timpo motor stll

‘Ever Reoday” Von

WOTEINg

The last 1:[]1[,"'11 dae-Cast ve-
hicle was also the best aod one
of the rarest. This was an AFC
Monarch Hat tuck, and |
would guess was made around
1950, It was desmmed as a
prewery lorry, and hollow cast
barrels were incloded with the
name VAL X' cast on the ends.
1The cab had ‘SUNDER-
LAND' cast on cach side. this
being the home of the Vaux
brewery. A headboard was
afhxed behind the cab, presum-
ably with lurther lettering cast
on it, but wnlortunately this has

been broken ofl on the example

Toper Truck

shown. The front axile was re-
tained bv a short un base under
the cab, and TIMPO TOYS
wias cast under the chassis.
sadly, this was not the first ol
a new senes ol superior quality
Timpo toys, but was just a one-
off. A possible reason for the
lack of any further develop-
ments in die-cast velucles was
| the war in Korea. The conse-
quent re-armament programme
caused a shortage of metal sup-
plies, and from March 1, 1951,
'|h|l.'f'|.' was a '."Jn (B0 ] Eht_‘ LS -i'-l
nnc, brass and copper for mak-
mg tovs. This ban was not so
devastaung lor the tov industry
it the previous warime ban,
ance lead and steel were no
aflected, and manuiacturers
were allowed o use up thenr
existing stocks of the banned
mctals, whach allowed some to
keep going for several months
| Toys contaiming up to 10 per
cent by weight of the banned
| metals were also sull allowed.
I me-cast 1ovs are almost wholly
made of zinc, however, and so0
Timpo  quickly  looked for

& &




alternatives. The result was
several plastic vehicles, intodu-
ced 1 1951, with aluminium
baseplates and friction motors
as on the die-cast vehicles. The
ambiilance shown here has a

bell inside that is supposed to

nng as the model runs along.

There were also police and fire

vehicles with bells, and two

American-style cars, a saloon

and coupe. A plastic forward

control lorry had 1ts [niction

motor mounted directly 1n the
| plastic_body, without a base-
| plate. There were several ver-
sions of this lorry, including the
‘Timpo Tanker' illustrated. La-
| ter examples can be found

marked ‘Elmont Toys' — pre-
| sumably Elmont bought the
moulds from Timpo.

It was not unul May 1952
that zinc could again be used
for toy production for the home
market {exports had not been
restricted). However, I do not
believe that the Timpo die-cast
vehicles were reintroduced.
The 1952/3 Timpo catalogue 1%
available in reproduction, and
no vehicles are shown.

Timpo vehicles had been an
instant success in 1946, They
were cheap, strong and simple
tovs, and there was very little to
compete with them. Dinky Toys
were aimed much more at the
upper end of the market, sold
through specialist toy shops
and were almost twice the price
of Timpo Vehicles for a comp-
arable size toy, In Woolworth’s
and on market stalls, Tim
toys were dominant. But by
| 1952 the post-war Dinky range
. was re-established and many

new competitors had emerged.

Timpo obviously decided 10

Smith’s Crisps’ Luton Van,

s [T ROL |
T LEvso

‘Esso” Tanker, This model has been restored vsing transfers infended for
the Dinky Studebaker.

concentrate on figures rather
than vehicles.

Another consideration may
have been the departure of |
Ernest Hainsfurth from Timpo
towards the end of 1952. This
led o some re-organisation of
the Timpo companies: the
original Toy Importers Lid was
wound up, and Timpo (Manu-
facturers) Lid changed its name
to Model Tovs Ltd in 1953 and
moved 0 new premises (sull in
West London). Sally Gawrylo-
wicz had changed his name to
dally Gee some time in the late
19405 — he had always been
known as ‘Mr ' — and he
remained involved with the
company.

The last new Timpo metal
hgures were mtroduced around
1955, and thercafter plastics
predominated. Some of  the
tools to make die-cast vehicles
and hollow-cast hgures were
sold off as they were no longer
required. The buver was Ben-
bros (London) Ltd of Wal-
thamstow, who were already
making their own metal wve-
hicles and fgures. Several
Timpo vehicles were re-issued
by Benbros, always with the
Timpo name removed from the
mould. They can also be recog-
nised by the disnncuve Ben-
bros wheels which usually have
a pattern of six ‘bolt heads’
around the hub, firstlv in me-
tal, later plastic. These types
had rubber tyres, but some of
the Benbros models also had
solid metal wheels. The three
articulated lorres were all re-
issued, with ‘Lyons Tea' adver-
tisements on the box van and
with *Motor Ol Esso Petrol’ on
the articulated tanker. 1 have

AEC Monarch Brewary Lorry,

Plastic Ambulonce,

—— TAN ¢ o

Plastic ‘Amernicon style’ saloon and coupe.

Plastic lanker




glso seen the artoculated tanker
with 2 ‘United Daures’ transfer
as used on the Tumpo box van,
s0 prohably Benbros had pur-
chased Timpo's remamning
stocks of this transfer

The Timpo Esso tanker was
also re-issued. but simplified by
omiitng the runmng boards
and ladder. Again the Benbros

| version usually had “Motor Chl
Esso Petrol” on one side. The

| Timpo Luton Van was given a

| new box van body by Benbros
which no longer projected over
the cab, and this had “Picklords
Removals' labels on the sides.
None of the above models car-
ricd the maker's name

The AEC Monarch lorrv was

| also re-1ssued by Benbros, n
several versions. The Benbros
models had vertcal bars on the
rachiator gnile mnstead of hon-
rontal, the nn base under the
cab was replaced by a dec-casa

base, and BENBROS Qualitoy | Lorge Timpo Set: contomns Pockord, Uliity Van', MG Midget Arficuloded
MADE IN ENGLAND was | Tonker ‘Amencon Skor’ Rocer ond Armstrong-Seddeley Humicone plus

cast under the chassis. Benbros |  die-cost peirol pumps, composiion figures and od beng

Benbros re-nssupe of areuioted lonker

clearlv did not understand why
SUNDERLAND was cast on
the cab sades; they decnbed the
model as “Sunderland Wagon'
on theirr boxes and sales lists!

] cannot be sure when Ben-
bros started production of these
ex- limpo models, but it was
probably the second half of the
1950k. Most of them were sull
availuble when Benbros ¢eased
oy producton m 19635,

Timpo merged with Ber-
wick's Toy Co Lid in 1966, and
moved to Shotts, Lanarkshire,
Scotland. Production ceased in
1979, and the company ceased
to trade at the end of 1980,
Model Tovs Lid was never
properly wound up, and was

| finallv struck off the Register of

Compames m 1985.

Thanks to Patrick Trench,
Trevor Wnght, Dave Orchard
and Graham Bradges for allow-
mg models mn thewr collecuons
to be photographed; also
thanks t0o Norman Jophn for
some useful smuppets of injor-
maton

Banbros re-issue of ‘Firo lanker

Banbros re-issue of low loodar

Lorge .E'r,:rung Set confains MG Record Car, ‘Amencan Stor” Racer and
‘Record Breoker’ p.rr..'s three pei‘ru.r pumps and four ﬁgur‘e:.

Benbros "Pickfords Removals’




neath,
Colours: black lower half with blue, dark green or
maroon upper half; or red or green with black roof.

1947 Alvis Fourteen Police Car
! 106mm.
TIMPO TOYS ENG. cast underncath.
Colour: black.

1947  Articulated Low Loader
| 168mm.

' T TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
cab rool.
'I"l."-L':fF'U TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
e .
Colours: green, black or grey cab; blue, green, black
or red traler.

19477 Buick Saloon
Length 99mm,
'l hFD TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
neath.
Composition wheels.
Colours unknown.

1947¢  Pick-Up with Barrels

Length %4mm.
TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-

Len 104mm.
. TIMPO TOYS ENG. nderneath.
AEC Monarch. The Timpo is on the left the Benbros on the right Enluun:r:dmli:l.uttfd?r;:gmwnhuﬂ':tlﬁ-
Listing of metal Timpo vehicles 19472 Forward Control Tipper |
Colours listed are those that | have noted. but others probabiy 10lmm.
exist. Wheels were always die-cast with rubber tvres, except where | -‘li-ilnsm TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
. otherwise stated. Descriptions in quotes are those used by Tim LS. - -
themselves 1n a;lvn-tﬁ::nl::{mq._ :r;‘,:l igo TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
tipper.
1947 Streamlined Fire Engine with two ladders Colours: cream cab and chassis, red upper.
Length 105mm.
TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under 19477 Forward Coatrol Luton Van
oofl. Length 97mm.
Firted with baseplate and friction motor in 1949, TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
Colours: red body, ladders painted yellow on one chassis,
side. Colours:
(a) Black cab, chassis and lower half of body, light
1947 Articulated Box Van blue upger half of body, no transfers.
Length 146mm, (b) Dark blue. WORLD FAMOUS POTATO
This model was re-tooled during its production life. SMITH'S CRISPS transfers on sides, POTATO
First casting has TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENG- SMITH'S CRISPS transfer at rear.
LAND cast under cab roof and TIMPO TOYS (¢) Green. GOLDEN SHRED transfers on sides.
MADE IN ENGLAND cast transverscly under
tratler. Second casung has TIMPO TOYS ENG- 1949 Normal Control Box Van
LAND cast under cab bonnet and TIMPO TOYS Length 105mm.
MADE IN ENGLAND cast lengthwise under trailer. TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
Other minor differences also. | roof.
Colours: - Later fitted with baseplate and friction motor.
a) Black cab with red wheel hubs, PICKFORDS | Colours:
transfer at front of roof. Black trasler with grey a) Dark blue with white roof. EVER READY
roof, red wheel hubs, PICKFORDS transfer on transfers on sides and &t front of roof; EVER
I front, PICKFORDS REMOVERS at rear, PICK- READY COMPANY (GREAT BRITAIN)
| FORDS REMOVERS & STORERS EVERY- LIMITED TORCHES, BATTERIES AND ALL
WHERE on sides. FORMS OF PORTABLE ELECTRICITY with
(b) Dark brown cab with black mudguards. Green, EVER READY logo and registration number
blue or red trailer with TIMPO TOYS and HYH 960 at rear.
triangular logo on sides, (b) Green. GOLDEN SHRED transfers on sides,
(¢) Orange cab (including wheel hubs). Orange trailer Robertson’s golly transfer at rear.
(inclu wheel hubs) with black roof, UNITED
DAIRIES transfers on front and sides, 1949 Normal Control Petrol Tanker
(d) Light blue cab with black mudguards and rear Length 116mm.
deck. Trailer has cream roof and upper half, light TIMPO TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under-
blue lower half, black mudguards, WALL'S ICE neath.
. CREAM transfers on front and rear, WALL'S Colours: red cab, chassis and tank, black running
| ICE CREAM MORE THAN A TREAT — A boards and ladder.
| FOOD on sides. _ MOTOR OIL ESS0 PETROL labels on sides, ESSO
¢} Pale vellow cab and trailer (including wheel hubs). atl rear.
BISHOPS tansfer on fromt of trailer, |
TEL.VIC.0532 transfer at rear, side transfershave | 19502  AEC Mosarch Brewery Lorry
BISHOF'S MOVE and REMOVALS STOR- 129mm.
AGE BISHOP & SONS DEPOSITORIES LTD TL TOYS MADE IN ENGLAND cast under
10-12, BELGRAVE ROAD. LONDON 5.W.1. chasss. |
SUNDERLAND cast on cab sides.
1947 ‘London Taxi' Hollow-cast barrels with VAUX cast on ends.

Colours: red cab, chassis, body, base and wheels.
Dark brown barrels.

MODEL ¢

WLECTOR



TIMPO UP-DATE
The articles by Robert Newson on Timpo Tn{ys

created a great deal of interest, and brought forth
new information. He now presents an update.

arthicle
Mo

Ince
on [impo
COLLECTOS Cctober

November and December

January) some further interest-

ing varmations have come to

light

| menboned n the artidle
that the Benbros reissue of the
articulated box van has ‘Lvons
Tea' transfers. A Timpo ver-
sion of this model has now been
found with the same transiers:
a large LYONS TEA on cach
ude and smaller LYONS TEA
at the front. Colours are dark
blue with an off-white roof. It
soems certmn that HBenbros
pought the remaining stocks of
the transiers from Timpo when
they bought the moulds, as
with the ‘United Daines’ trans-
fer whach appeared on the Ben-
bros articulated tanker

The ranty of the Timpo
Austin Sixteen s perhaps ox-
plained by the (act that we now
know that Timpo disposed of
the moulds flor this model,
since rersssuod models have now
been found. The hrst of these
fas no lettening cast under
peath, and 15 fitted wath bras
wheel hubs. Colours are dark
red or verv dark blue-black
The mould has also been mod-
med by machimng the wo
mner faces ol the mould where
they meet down the centre line
of the model. The effect of this
B o make the whole casting
siightly narrower and to take
out the central vertical bar on
the rachator gnille, leaving just a
casting line. 1he sunrool detal
has also been lost

lhe next version has been
further modified to fit a tin base
and [ncuon motor, deleting the
axle pillars. The badvy is
moulded i hght blue plastuc,
with A BETAL PRODUCT
cast under the rool. MADE IN
ENGLAND s stamped on the
base, and brass wheel hubs are
fitted. The name Betal (ie Beat
All get 1?) was the trade
name of |. & H. Glasman Ltd
of Plaistow, London E15.

It s impossible to say
whether the hArst reissue (in
metal) was by Betal or whether
the moulds changed hands a
second ume between this and
the plastic version. Brass wheel
hubs on a ressued model were
also a leature of the ex-Timpo

'-‘-T:IHFIF my
Tovs

Betol ploshe Aushin Safeen with box

Pick-Up, and there may be a
common nk here.

“ome further colour vana-
tons have been reported on
standard Timpo models:
Record Breaker
brown:

MO Mudget — dark brown;

orange

Unbty Van — hght brown (no
transiers);
Lincoln Converuble gTeCn;

Armstrong-Siddeley greyv
Finallv, Dave Orchard has a
Timpo gmit set with "Made in
Eire on the box label. The
models, however, are marked
*Made m England’ as normal,
¢y this would seem 1o be a local
E‘.tuiqmi: arrangement for the
epublic of Ireland, possibly as

a way of avording import duty.

Thanks to Dave Orchard and |
Patrick Trench for much ol the
ghove information.

limpo Tyorms Tea” von

Aushn Sixteen
by limpo [left); by Belal [right).



