DCMT CRESCENT

An occasional series in which prerr_Newsc:n
looks at the lesser-known British die-cast

i manufacturers, starting with the
DCMT Crescent vehicles of 1947 to 1950.

his 15 the first of an occa-
| sional series of articles in

which 1 hope to take you
| down some of the backwaters of
collecting by looking at die-cast
vehicles from smaller British
manufacturers. In general the
products of the major com-
panies such as Dinky, Corgi
and Matchbox have been well
documented, but there is much
less information available on
the smaller firms, and I hope
that I can be some guide. In
particular, if vou have a gquery
on this subject, why not write
o the editor, and we will do our
best o answer iL.

Many small companies
started producing die-cast wovs
just afier the Sccond World
War. At that time, the market
had been starved of metal toys Joguar Police Cor.
for several vears, at first by
rationing of metal supplies, and
from 1943 by a complete ban on
the manufacture and sale of
metal tovs. The ban was lifted
n June 1945, but continued
rationing of metal snd the ex-
port drive for quality toyvs such
as [inkies meant that on the
home market virtually anything
would sell, and many tovs of
the era are comespondingly
crude! As conditions improved
many firms dropped out of the
die-cast toy  business, while
others consolidated their pos-
ition and expanded.

One of these survivors was
Die Castung Machine Tools
Lid, who used the brand name
‘Lone  Star' from the early
19505, and who continue o
produce die-cast tovs w the
present day, although they are
now a subsidiary of a German |
group, The company was |
started by two die-casting en-
gineers, Aubrey Mills and Sid-
nev Ambridge, and was incor-
poraied as a hmited company in
August 1940, based at Palmers
(Green in north London.

Their first tovs were made
around 1947 and were distri-
buted by The Crescent Toy Co
Lud, based in South Tot-
tenham. Crescent was an estab-
lished manufscturer of  lead
soldiers and other figures, hav-
ing been in business since 1922,
Crescent produced a boxed set
consisting of a Jaguar car and
car ramp (both made by
DCMT) and an oil cabinet, |
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mechanic and ‘Free Air' sign
which were made by Crescent,
The DCMT items were both

die-cast in zinc, whereas the

| other accessories were slush-

cast or hollow-cast lead, like
Crescent’s other figures. The
ser retailed at 3z 11d.

A Police wversion of ithe
Jaguar with a large loudspeaker

on the roof {ollowed n 1948, |

again sold by Crescent as a
“Digl 999" boxed set with four
lead fgures. The Jaguar is a
reasonably good model and
must have been produced in
large numbers, because it s one
of the most common of late-
1940s roys. Most swapmeets
will vield a couple of examples,
and a collector should not have
to search too long o find one in
good condition ar a reasonable
price.  Complete boxed sets

| wirth accessories, on the other

hand, turn up much less often
and are vsually priced accord-
ngly

Also in 1948, LOMT pro-
duced a model of 3 Wolseley
Coupé which had a lift-out win-
dow and roof section containing
a pencil sharpener! This model
was distributed by Bailev's
Agencies Lid as one of a series

| of ‘Novelty Pencil Sharpeners’.

The Wolseley i5 also quite a
good model, but since the roof

section is lepse one often finds

Low Laading Flat Loy,

I~——

just the bortom half of the
model. The rewil price was
3s Od, ]

Four smaller vehicles were
produced around this time
(again distributed by Crescent]
that were copies of Toolsietoys
from the USA. The Tootsietoy
originals were all part of the
230" series introduced in 1940,
and the DCMT versions were
simplified by omitting bumpers
and had open wheel arches

Fire Engina,

Patrol Tanker.

' 4
/

i-/-h

(closed on the Tootsietoys). All
four models had solid black
plastic wheels, and the same
wheels were mtroduced on the
Wolseley, and slightly larger
black plastic wheels on the
Jaguar, o replace the previous
solid metal wheels.

The last model w mention is
a Fire Engine with extending
ladder, introduced by DCMT
in 1948 and distributed by
Crescent. This was guite a com-
plicated model with a two-piece
ladder in pressed aluminium
attached to a die-cast bodv. A
strong spring forces the ladder
upwards and it is only stopped
from reaching wertical by a
string that passes through a slot
in the front bumper and is tied
around the front axle! The
intention is that by winding a
handle ar the rear the ladder
will raise and extend and the
fireman on the ladder will climb
to the top. Unfortunately the
mechanism does not work very
well, and the strings are vulner-

| able to breaking through being

under tension all the time. Two
seated firemen were also pro-
vided with the model.

In 1949 there were several
developments which brought
an end to the relationship be-
pween DEMT and Crescent as
manufacturer and distributor,
Crescent were now introducing
their own die-cast toys, al-
though as a lead oy maker
high-pressure die-casting was
still a mew technique for them,
Crescent ned a new factory
in Smthn@utcs during 1949
and started to transfer all pro-
duction there, while DCMT
having gained a foothold 10 the
oy business saw that the way
ahead was o organise their own
markering and distribution,

So DCMT advertsed thar ‘as
and from Janwary 1, 1950 we
are selling direct to whole-
salers’. Of the DCMT Crescent
models 1 have described, the
Jaguar Saloon and Police Car,
Car Ramp and Fire Engine
were contineed by DCMT with
the castings changed (0 remove
the CRESCENT npame. (I
haven't actually seen a Police
Car with the revised casting —
can anyone confirm this?) The
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brand name ‘Slikka Toy' was
used by DCMT for a short
while, and was cast on the Fire
Engine.

New DCMT toys were rap-
idly introduced. including in

Lone Star name. It should also
be mentioned that there are
other DCMT Crescent 1ovs
apart from the wvehicles de-
scribed here, such as a dolls'
house gas cooker with pots and

1950 a “Lone Star’ repeater cap

pistal — the first use of the | scope of this article.

The following are detailed descriptions of the DCMT Crescent
vehicles.

Jaguar Saloon

Length 101mm. First advertised in Games & Tovs, April 1947
Colours: red, blue, vellow, green or metallic light blue.

First casting: CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND and 10 casi
underneath; painted metal or black plastic wheels

Second casting: DCMT LTD MADE IN ENGLANL and 11
cast underncath; black plastic wheels.

The significance of the number 10 cast on the model is not
clear. Tt does not seem o be a catalogue number for either
Crescent or DCMT versions.

Car Lifting Ramp

Length 128mm. First advertised in Games & Tovs, April 1947,
Colours: red, blue, yellow or green.

First casting: MADE IN ENGLAND D.C.M.T. CRESCENT
PAT, APPL'D cast underneath.

Second casting: MADE IN ENGLAND D.C.M. T
CRESCENT PAT. N0, 5019747 cast underneath

Third casting: CRESCENT name removed,

Jaguar Police Car

Length 101 mm. First advertised in Games & Tavs, March
1948, Colour black. Loudspeaker and POLICE sign on roof,
Painted metal or black plastic wheels.

First casting: CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND and 10 cast
underneath.

Second casting: not confirmed.,

Wolseley Coupé with pencil sharpener
Length 88mm. First advertised in Games & Tovs, July 1948,
Painted metal or black plastic wheels. MADE TN ENGLAND
cast underneath. Colours: lower half of body megallic light
blue, metallic light brown or metallic pink; window and rool

| section metallic dark blue or metallic |i:F!|'l! blue.

La Salle Sedan

Length 77mm. Copy of Tootsietoy no. 230. Black plastic
wheels, CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND DCMT cast
enderneath. Colours: turgquaoise-green or red,

Nash Roadster

Length 75mm. Copy of Tootsietoy no. 233, Black plastic
wheels, DCMT. CEESCENT MADE IN ENGLANID cast
underneath. Colours: metallic light blue or metallic light green,

Low Loading Flat Lorry

Length ®4mm. Similar to Tootsietoy no. 234, Black plastc
wheels. DCMT. CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND cast
underneath. Colours: red, metallic dark green, metallic light
blue or metallic pink.

Petrol Tanker

Length 79mm. Copy of Tootsietoy no. 233, Black plastic
wheels, DCMT. CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND cast
underneath. Colour green.

Fire Engine with Extending Ladder

Length 106mm. First advertised in Games & Tovs, August
1948, Black plastic wheels. Red body with black, silver and
gold trim, unpainted winding handle, unpainted pressed
aluminium ladder with brass pullevs, meallic blue fireman on
ladder, two dark blue seated hremen,

First casting: DCMT. CRESCENT MADE IN ENGLAND
PAT. APP'D cast underneath.

Second casting: CRESCENT name removed, SLIKKA TOY
added,
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shown in the illustration.

letter in the same issue of the
magazine, a Triumph Dolomite
(1970s) was made by Grand
Prix Models. [ have this model
which I made up, but it was not
of high quality.

1 am still looking for models
of Austin Allegro Estate and
Fiat 1235 saloon — were they
ever made?

R. D, Gillham,
Crowthorne,
Berkshire.

I cannor let John ©. K. Hum-
phrevs’ remarks about the
choice of subjects for the first
three models in the new "Dinky
Collection’ (in the April/May

without comment. Although he
has a valid point about the

aguar E-Type and Chevroler
{i: -Air movcr:ls, which have
both been modelled on numer-
ous occasions already, the MGB
GT model 5 vérv much a step
in the right direction,

It has, for a long time, been a
source of amazement to me that
the majority of manufacturers
have ignored MG cars, with the
excepiion of the TC and TF
Midgets. This is even more sur-
prising when vou consider that
the MGB was the best sclling
sports car, with most of the
half-a-million cars produced
going 1o that darling of both the
sports car and 1oy car manufac-
turers — the United States of
America.

It is strange, therefore, that
the only mass-produced MGR
items of note were the Dinky
T:P MGB roadster (a frankly
awtul

opening doors), the Corgt MGR
GT and MGC GT (a very
attractive model, popular wit?n
MG model enthusiasis) and
both Airfix and Revell 1/32nd
scale plastic kirs. Wills Finecast
produce superb kits of both the
open and GT MGB versions,
and they may evenmally pro-
duce a VB version. Both *Jem
Models’ and "KJ & R Licas'
produce excellent MGE, C, GT
and VE models in 1/43rd scale,
bt it is a shame that it has been
left 1o the small producer of
high quality, expensive, white
metal kits w satisfy the de-
mands of the MG collector,
Polistil have made a step in
the right direction with their
lovely model of the MGA Twin
Cam (shame about the wire
wheels thought a proper set of
centre-lock dise wheels would
transform the model), but we
really need  somebody  like
Bburago, Polistil or Majorerte
to come up with a decent large
scale model of the MGB, MGB
GT, MGC or MGB V&, Viresse,
Box, Solido, erc, could also
produce a decent 1/43rd MGB
instead of 50 many

12

Regarding John Humphreys' |

| Porsches, Ferraris, erc.
Matchbox are to be ap-
plauded at their choice of MG
:.1:1H Eﬂ: f!:rlmhnﬂ[ tri'lt: MGB GT
et pe that they swap
the awtgul wheels shown on the
pre-prosduction  prototype  for
those from the Jaguoarl), 1
understand Matchbox hope to
follow the MGB GT with a
model of the MGB GT V8 in
198990, complere with correct
VE alloy wheels. An open MGH
version would make a pleasing
future derivative, urilising the
and many other parts of
the GT Model, as would the
fabulous MGC GTS Sebring
Tace car,
WNow, if Bburago were to

issue of Mopes Coryicmon) pass |

make a 1/1Bth scale MGB GT
V& in their ‘Diamonds’ series,
that would make my vear.
Dawmd A, Knowles,

Editor,

MG Car Club,

MNow that the good news re-

effort with appalling |

%nrdmg the rebirth of Dinky
oys is official, I would like 1o
make the point that the models
should be of UK manufacture
and contain as liwle plastc as
possible. The use of plastic, in
my opinion, undermines the
quality and feel of the model.
In addition, [ wish to nomin-
ate the following wvehicles as
being suitably interesting sub-
jects for consideration. Thev
have not been done to death
either! Good luck, Dinky!
Facel — Vega HES00
Wolseley 6/80 (Police)
Buick Skylark
Oldsmobile 88
Citroén D519
Checker American
{Yellow Cabs)
MG TF Midger 1500
London ‘Beardmore” Taxi-Cab
Austin Healey 3000
Vauxhall Victor F series Mkl
Riley BMA 2'4 hitre
Borgward [sabella
Sunbeam Tiger
Rolls-Rovee Silver Cloud Mk3.
M. A, Wardle,
Heywond,
Lamcashire,

Taxi-Cab

Edocars

I would like to add some infor-
mation on the Euro Ford fea-
ture in the April'May edition of
Moo CoLvrecTon

Three models were men-
tioned and pictured from the

Mini-SporvEdocar  range. |
own six more models in the
series — they are:

Ferrari 308 &I‘B — green;

BMY M1 in ‘Basf livery;
VW 604 — orange;

Porsche 911 — silver;
Pontiac Firebird SE — black;

gold.

Mercedes-Benz 500 SEC — .

They were bemng sold in owur
local branch of the su arket
chain, Tesco, for 19p each.
They were in bubble-packs and
labelled as Mini Spart. On the
base of the models it states tha
they are made by MC Toy in
Macau,

The wheels, and some of the
castings, are identical w the
ones produced by Matchbox
{also made in Macau).

On a different nore, 1 have
been thinking about building a
maode] of the Brooklands motor
racing circuit to display my
Yestervear Grand Prix series
models. Is it possible 1o get
hold of some drivers for the
cars; does a company produce

them?
Stmon Carter,
Mapporsder,

Dioriet,

AEC

With reference to the April
May edition may 1 submit the
following regarding the AEC
Mandartor model.

PECO, the model rail
manufacturers, made an
gcale plastic kit version of the
eniire ‘Road Railer’ device, in-
cluding the AEC Mandaror
truck.

Andrewe C. More,
Forestdale,

Crevelom.

Following my article on the |
vehicles made by Die Casting |
Machine Tools Lid from 1947-
50 in Moper Covtecror ("Win-
ter 1987, pages 13-15), an in-
teresting varation on the Fire
Engine has now come to light.
Az mennoned in the arucle, the
name cast under the Fire En-
ine was changed from DCMT.
ESCENT w DCMT.
SLIEEA TOY in 1950, when
The Crescent Toy Co Lid
ceased to distribute the DCMT
ran
I have now acquired a
Slikka Toy Fire Engine which
has the main body made of red
self-coloured plastic rather than
the usual die-cast metal, bur
clearly taken from the same
mould. This plastic version has
the same silver and black spray-
intéd trim on the radiator
grille and headlights, and the
samE n\'nlgm uminium lad-
der. The on the ladder
is also cast in red plasnc, over-
painted dark blue. Only the
seated  fireman and  winding
handle remain in die-cast
metal, Wheels are black plastic,
a5 on the metal version. The
model 5 individually boxed,
with a price of 3= 6d marked on

it
This model probably danes
from 1951 or 1952 when, due to

The fire angine
fram
Crascent

DCMT Crescent

An up-date by Robert Newson

the Korean war, supplies of
metal for oy production were
severely rationed. Several small
manufacrurers of metal Lovs
gave up completely at this ime,
and others had a struggle m
keep going. Plastic moulding
was obviously one way o keep
the factory working until meral
was once again more [
available {from mid- IEISE}

Incidentally, there is a plastic
Jaguar saloon, very simular 1o
the DCMT model, bur this is in
fact a copy by Palit daring
from 194%, and not from the
same moulds. Having said thar,
though, was the Fire I:ngmt
the only DUMT model tried in
plastic? A plastic Jaguar is cer-
tzinly a possibility!
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